The Shepherd’s Lyre
August 5, 2022
Thank You from Gail Suggs
It was a true Celebration of Life last Sunday afternoon for Jim Suggs. It takes a lot of church members to
carry out this ministry. Thanks to all the people who made possible the reception. It was a thrill to see and visit
with so many friends and relatives there. Thanks to Jon for his skills at production and for the slide show at the
reception. Thanks to Michael with his Choral Scholars and pianist Gloria. From a lot of wonderful comments
about the music, we know they made quite an impression on the group. And, of course, thanks to Greg for coordinating a lovely service.
~Gail Suggs

Give and Take Library
This is a place where readers and
book lovers can exchange books. If
you see a book you want to read,
take it. If you have a book you want
to share, give it.
The Book Club is sponsoring this opportunity for the readers among us to share their
reads with others. The bookshelf is in the hallway near the office. There are not many books
there now, but we hope to see more soon. If
you have read a book that you have liked, we
invite you to share it with others by adding it to
the shelf. Books of all types are welcome, both
fiction and non-fiction, spiritual guides, how-to
books, and self-improvement books. There are
no children’s or YA books there now, but they
would be great, too. (This is not a dumping
ground for old college textbooks or that box of
books in the garage that you have been meaning
to take to Goodwill—unless there are some
good reads in that box.)
This is an informal give and take, and
there is no formal check-out procedure. We
hope you will join us in sharing the love of reading.

Welcome Dr. Gloria Kim
We welcome Dr. Gloria Kim to SHCC as our new
pianist!
Gloria is a native of Austin, TX. She earned her
Bachelor and Master of Music Degrees at The University
of Texas in Austin. Then, she attended the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities, where she earned a Doctorate in
Musical Arts on piano while also playing violin as part of
an orchestra and the organ at a church. Afterwards, she
moved to New York City where she collaborated and
coached young and professional musicians ranging from
The Juilliard School, The Metropolitan Opera and
Deutsche Oper Berlin in traditional genres and new works
of choral, opera, vocal, and instrumental music.
She is happy to be returning to Austin and Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church once again alongside
her husband and their young son who is almost trilingual! In her free time, she enjoys exploring the outdoors
and checking out new places to dine with her family.

Women’s Bible Study
The new Women’s Bible
Study is an in-depth look at St. Paul’s
epistle to the Galatians. They will
meet this month on August 10th and
17th. Individuals can contact Dawnetta Hodge directly for the Zoom Link
and more information if interested.

...Free Money
If you shop at Randall’s or online at Amazon.com you can earn
money for Shepherd of the
Hills Christian Church, at no cost to you. In the case of
Amazon.com, simply log on to Smile.Amazon.com,
rather than www.Amazon.com and select Shepherd of
the Hills Christian Church as your designated charity.
Your church will receive 0.5 percent of your eligible
purchases. The selection and prices on
Smile.Amazon.com are the same as on Amazon.com.
The only difference is that your church gets rewarded.
Your other opportunity to earn money for
your church is through Randall’s Good Neighbor Program. If you shop at Randall’s using your Randall’s
Remarkable Card, up to 1 percent of your eligible
purchases will be donated to Shepherd of the Hills
Christian Church. All you have to do is to link your
Randall’s Remarkable Card to Shepherd of the Hills
Christian Church. This can be done at any Randall’s
Courtesy Booth. The church’s Good Neighbor number is 6201.

Handwork Group
The Ladies Handwork Group will continue to
meet on Tuesdays. All who enjoy handwork and
conversation are invited to join us in the Gathering
Place at 10:00 AM.
Even if you don’t have a project or do crafts,
you are still welcome to come. Invite a friend, bring
a snack or a drink, and just relax together. We look
forward to seeing you there!

SHCC Men’s Group Meeting
Dear SHCC Men,
We will not have our Men’s Group Meeting this week in the Gathering Place. We will however resume
the Men’s Group and Lunch the following week on August 17th. Have a good week!
Thanks, Greg

Opportunities for
Fellowship and Growth


Looking for Shepherds
The SHCC Shepherd’s Ministry is currently
looking for some new Shepherds!
If you’re interested in learning about this
ministry please contact the church office and/or
Greg Lanier for more details.
Thank you for your consideration.

The Week Ahead
Sunday, August 7
9:00 AM Nursery, Toddler, PK Class
9:40 AM Adult Bible Study
9:45 AM Preteen Sunday School Class
(5th-8th Grades)
10:40 AM Hybrid Worship Service
10:50 AM Elementary Sunday School
Class
Tuesday, August 9
9:00 AM
Zoom ORG Meeting
10:00 AM
Ladies Handwork Group
Wednesday, August 10
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
Sunday, August 14
9:00 AM Nursery, Toddler, PK Class
9:40 AM Adult Bible Study
9:45 AM Preteen Sunday School Class
(5th-8th Grades)
10:40 AM Hybrid Worship Service
10:50 AM Elementary Sunday School
Class

The ORG (Old Retired Guys) group will be
meeting virtually on Zoom at 9:00 AM on Tuesdays.
 If you have questions about the Chancel Choir
and Handbell Choir, please contact Michael Follis at
FollisMichael.shcc@gmail.com for further details.
 The movie night at the Hodges scheduled for this
coming Monday, August 8, has been postponed. More
details will be provided later about the rescheduled
event. We do not have a new
selection to announce at this time,
so if you have not read our last
selection of Emma
by Jane Austen,
you will have
more time to
read it. This is a
great time to
read something
of your
choice. You
might check out
the Give and
Take Library
shelf for a new
read. We also
invite you to add
a book of your
choice to the
shelf. Happy
reading!

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Jerry Miller
Rebecca Rose
Gayle Rainwater
Jim Echols

August 6
August 6
August 9
August 10

Sharon and Wally Erickson
Mary Ann and Rod Coleman

August 7
August 8

Please contact Christina in the office (shccaustin@gmail.com)
to ensure your birthday and anniversary are on our lists!

Weekly Devotional:
Having Faith in Difficult Times
By Grand Canyon University
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/spiritual-life/
weekly-devotional-having-faith-difficulttimes
As we go through our daily lives,
each one of us experiences difficult situations. A lot of the times when we go through pain or suffering, we are surprised that these situations find a way into our lives and forget that God has told
us that we will experience hardships. We are given the gift of faith from Him and are taught to use
this valuable fruit of the Spirit, but a lot of the times we do not. In difficult or confusing times, we
are quick to worry about them instead of having faith.
The grace of God has given us the gift of faith, not because we deserve it, but as a result of
the everlasting goodness of His works. It is important to also know that this gift we have been given is not in exchange for us accomplishing good works. Appreciation for this gift should fill our
hearts with humility knowing we've been given something we could never achieve on our own.
Why Having The Gift of Faith Can Save Us
When we do go through hardships, whether they be financial troubles, painful relationships, damaged health or questioning our self-worth, it is hard for us to realize that God is still always working in us. This is because as humans we use our belief based on what we see and not by
faith, which is what God tells us to focus on. Second Corinthians 5:7 tells us it can be difficult to
trust God during uncertain times, but as believers we know that His ways are not our ways, and
He will ultimately work all things for good (Isaiah 55:8-9, Romans 8:28).
Having faith in difficult times can allow you to find peace in God’s presence. When you are
unfaithful, it can harden your heart with pride and cause you to grow distant in your relationship
with Him. Learning to give up all your struggles and problems to God can lift a heavy burden off
yourself. God has given us the gift of faith so that we may use it to recognize His works and not be
in constant worry when we are surrounded by uncertainties.
God’s Gift of Grace
Another thing we forget to do in times of need is to recognize God’s gift of grace to us. He has
given this unmerited mercy to all of us by sending His son to die on the cross. We need to have confidence and assurance as we reach out to God with our struggles, that whatever He decides to happen is
for our own well-being. If our questions are not answered in the ways we hoped, instead of being
quick to judgment and worry, we can rest in God by keeping our faith in His infinite grace. In the end,
it is not up to us how things are resolved in our lives, but it is our job to have faith in God no matter
the price.
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