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September 2009      The Shepherd’s Lyre 

 
September. WOW!  Already.  Let’s begin with a thanksgiving: “Thank 
God we made it through the summer building program. “   
 
It is ‘exciting’ now that we have foundation, roof structure and framing.  It 
It was difficult during the noisy jack hammering, blocked parking lot,  
everything-is-broken stage.  Now, we can legitimately reclaim the 
vision of the new worship space and move into our Fall church  
program with renewed excitement.  Several programs and ministries 
will re-ignite during September:  the Monday Evening CWF Group, the  
Theological Discovery Group, Christian Education Sunday, 
Reconciliation Sunday, Youth Meetings, Committee Meetings.   
The pace quickens, but the space challenges are still around for  
two to three more months.  Our SHCC Fall will continue to be  
dynamic, and a little challenging. 
 
We expect to move back in before Thanksgiving and hope to be mostly 
settled by Advent/Christmas.  Then the real thanks-giving can begin. 
 
For those who have missed some of the hectic summer construction,  
and for those who have savored every minute of it, welcome back to 
the relative normalcy of our Fall program. 
 
God bless,        
 

Rod 
 
 
      I Thessalonians 5:18    “Give thanks in all circumstances.” 
 
 
 

  THY ROD AND THY STAFF 
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            CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY    
 

    & SUNDAY SCHOOL    

           KICK-OFF 
 

                    September 13, 2009 

 

 

We will begin the fall Sunday School program on  

Sunday, September 13,  at 9:30 a.m.  A continental 

breakfast will be served, followed by a presentation         

of SHCC goals and events for the coming year. 

 

Join us and find out what your friends have 

been doing over the summer.  See you then! 

 

 

From the Outreach Committee… 
 
Congratulations, SHCC!  The Annual Cake-Off last month                                                
raised $2,455 for the Robert V. Miller Fund!  What a                                                   
wonderful spirit of sharing you have shown through this event and others like it.  Thank you, 
Pam Pate, for your leadership on this event and thank you to everyone who participated by 
creating the wonderful “cakes of art” and to those who generously supported the event. 
 

Just a reminder – ARCH is Tuesday, September 1 at  5:45 pm.  Come and help serve hot 
meals to the needy! 
 
Our Mobile Loaves and Fishes event will be on Monday, September 21 at 5:15 pm.  Please 
join us to prepare sandwiches, or make the truck run to feed the homeless. 
 

And, don’t forget that our annual Reconciliation Special Offering will be on Sunday, 
September 27 during the Worship Service.  The theme for this year’s offering is “Many 
Members, One Table”.  One-half of the fund stays in our local Southwest Region and is used 
to fund anti-racism projects chosen by the region. 

 



             Outreach Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
                           
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                

 
 

 The ORG (“Old Retired Guys”) group meets every 
Tuesday for breakfast and discussion, 8:00 am at 
Triumph Café, 3808 Spicewood Springs Rd.   
 
 

  The CWF (Christian Women’s Fellowship)Lunch 
will be on Thursday,  September 3, at 11:30 am at the 
Bamboo Grill, 6507 Jester Blvd.  Everyone is 
invited…you do not have to be a member of the CWF 
group, you do not have to be a woman, just join us! 
 
 

  The next meeting of the CMF (Christian Men’s 
Fellowship) will be Friday, September 4, at 7:00 am 
at the Waterloo Ice House located on 360 at 2222.     
The topic will be “Bible Verses That Trouble.”   This will 
be a group participation event, so everyone bring your 
own “troubling verses.”  Any questions, please call 
Adrian Gentry (345-3541). 
 

 
 

  Book Club:  The Book Club will meet again on 
Monday, September 14,  when we gather at the 
Triumph Café for literary discussion and fellowship.  
This month we will be discussing The Zookeeper’s 
Wife, a non-fiction work by Diane Ackerman. The 
Triumph Café is located at 3808 Spicewood Springs 
Road, and our meetings begin at 7:00 pm.  We always 
welcome new faces.  Please join us! 
 
 

  CWF Day Group:  The monthly afternoon CWF  
Meeting will be on Wednesday, September 16 at 2 
pm.  The title of our program will be “Nightfall”, the 
introduction to the book and Chapter 1, “Dead Man 
Talking.”   There will be a short business meeting 
before we have our study session.  Please come to our 
first study program in our new series.                                         
            �Milesa (288-8306) 

 
 

 CWF Monday Night Escape Group: The CWF 
Monday Night Escape Group will resume on Monday, 
September 28, at 5:30 pm, after a brief summer 
break.  We will pick up where we left off in our 
fascinating book, Really Bad Girls of the Bible.  So far, 
it’s been a pretty wild ride!   We will meet for dinner at 
Waterloo on 360 at 5:30 pm, and then proceed to 
SHCC for our discussion at 7:00 p.m.  Hope you’ll join 
us then! 
 
 

Opportunities for Fellowship and Growth 
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ARCH 
 Austin Resource Center for the 
Homeless  
Tuesday, September 1, 5:45 pm 
500 East 7th St. at Neches 

Join us to help feed a gourmet meal to 
about 100 homeless men.   
 

               Mobile Loaves &     

                    Fishes  
                     St. John Neumann                         
           Commissary,            
903 South Capital of Texas Highway 
Monday, September 21st, 5:15 pm 
Come and help prepare sandwiches, or 
even make the truck run with us to feed 
the homeless!  For more info, contact 
Randy Hill (rhill15@austin.rr.com)                                   

 

 From the Samaritan Counseling Center 
 
RecognizeGood is an online forum where 
anyone can reward, acknowledge and 
promote others for their acts of kindness 
and unselfish charity. 
 
From August 18 through September 30, 
2009, you can recognize a friend, family 
member, co-worker, etc. for his or her 
good deed, and be automatically entered 
to win a prize package of Apple products 
valued at $5,000.  Participation is easy.  
Simply visit www.RecognizeGood.org, 
register and begin recognizing good 
deeds you have witnessed. 
 
In the process, you can also donate 
money to the Samaritan Counseling 
Center (www.samaritancenter.org), which 
is one of the partnering local non-profits 
that serve Central Texas 
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 SHCC’s 3rd Annual 

  Cake Decorating Contest 
 

      ….was a great success!!   
 
 The cakes were even more beautiful and delicious this year, and the voting led to a 
 significant sum contributed to the Robert V. Miller Fund. 
 
 Congratulations to the winners!  Natalie Axe’s Best Decorated Cake awed the crowd 
 with a cheesecake and chocolate combination covered in the most incredible hand-
 painted white chocolate petals.  Best-Tasting Cake winner Melanie Holtz ticked the 
 tastebuds with her Texas Flag cake, marked with a tiny flag for SHCC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
   Best Decorated          Best Tasting 
 
 Thanks to everyone who contributed their time, creativity, and generosity to making  
 this the most memorable Cake Fest yet!                  
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Leaders for Fall 2009: 
 
September 6: Dana and Russell Austin 
September 13: Tim and Chris Johnson 
September 20:Tara Nash and Kim Keating 
September 27:  Mary Ann Coleman  
                          and Lucinda Valenti    
October 4:  Chris and Gail Adams 
October 11:  Haydee Fuselier and Pat     
           Vaughan 
October 18:  Russell Nash and Sheri Brice 
October 25:  Ginny Lucich and Lucinda 
           Valenti    
November 1:  Tim and Chris Johnson 
November 8:  Russell and Dana Austin  
November 15:  Chris and Gail Adams 
November 22:  Pat Vaughan and Sheri 
    Brice    
November 29:  Mary Ann Coleman and 
               Kim Keating 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAME BIRTHDAY 
 
Patti Ladd   September 5 
Elliot Richmond  September 6 
T.J. Lavin   September 7 
Drake Farmer   September 13 
James Whitcomb  September 14 
Bobby Parker   September 15 
Jerry Vaughan   September 15 
Melissa Biggs   September 18 
Kylie Long   September 18 
Gail Adams   September 20 
Tim Lavin   September 20 
Randy Hill   September 23 
Vanessa Adams  September 26 
Natalie Axe   September 26 
Eric Hobbs   September 26 
Race Valenti   September 27 
Ethan Nash   September 27 
David Hobbs   September 30 
Gary Whitcomb  September 30 
   
 

 

September September September September     
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES    

 

 
NAME        ANNIVERSARY 
Jim Coupal & Melisssa Biggs       September 1 
Dennis & Bettie Duff        September 4  
Jim & Marilyn Echols        September 24 
Mark  & Joyce Hellums       September 26 

 

         

         

              October  Newsletter   

                                               Deadline 
The deadline for submissions  for the                  

a October Newsletter and  Calendar is 
  Friday, September 25 at        
                          12 noon. 
                          Thank you! 

 



 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
8:00 am ORG 

 

 
5:45 pm ARCH 

2 
 

 

NO Chancel 

Choir 

3 
11:30 am CWF 

Lunch @ 

Bamboo Grill  
 

4              
7:00 am 
CMF Prayer 

Breakfast @ 

Waterloo on 

360 

 

5 
 

 

6      
9:15 am  Coffee, 

Pastries & Fellowship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:40 am Worship 
 

 

7 
 

8 
8:00 am ORG 

 

12:00 pm 

Disciples’Clergy 

Lunch @ HPCC 

9 
 

 

 

7:30 pm  
Chancel Choir 

10 
 

  
 

 

 

11 
   

   

12 
  

Walk to Prevent 

      Suicide             

 

13     Christian  

      Education Sunday   

 

9:30 am SUNDAY 

SCHOOL KICK OFF 

 Light Breakfast Served 

 

10:40 am Worship 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

7:00 pm  

Book Club (at 

Triumph Café) 
 

15 
8:00 am ORG 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

2:00 pm CWF 
Meeting @SHCC 

 

 

7:30 pm  

Chancel Choir 

 

17 
 

 

 

7:00 pm  

Cabinet Meeting 

 

 

18 
   
 

 

 

 

               ���� 

 

 

  19  
 

 

 

 

 

   CCSW Men’s   �  

      Retreat 

20 

9:15 am  Coffee, 

Pastries & Fellowship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:40 am Worship 

 

12:00 pm Shepherds 

Meeting 

 

21  
 

 

 

5:15 pm 
Mobile Loaves 

& Fishes 

 

22 
8:00 am ORG 

 
 

 

23 

 

 
 

 

7:30 pm  

Chancel Choir 

 

 

24 

 
 

 

 

 

25 
12:00 noon 

Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

 12:00 pm  
Theological 

Discovery 

Group @SHCC 

 
                     �       

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBA 

Women’s Retreat 

 in Gonzales 

27     Reconciliation   
           Sunday 

9:15 am  Coffee, 

Pastries & Fellowship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:40 am Worship 

 

Women’s Retreat Ends 

28  

 
5:30 pm CWF 

Monday Night 

Escape Group  
 

29 
8:00 am ORG 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  

Chancel Choir 
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September 2009  
 



 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

                
                                                                                                                                                    

         News Around the SHCC Community 
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New Arrival!New Arrival!New Arrival!New Arrival!    
    
Sophia Krystyn Ruehl was born 
on August 25, 2009, weighing  
6 lbs, 4 oz., and measuring 20 
inches tall.   Sophia is the great- 
granddaughter of SHCC 
member, Elsie Burt O’Neal, and 
her parents are Melissa and 
Charles Ruehl, Jr., of Houston. 
Congratulations to all! 
 
 

                                    
   Thank you, SHCC, …Thank you, SHCC, …Thank you, SHCC, …Thank you, SHCC, …    
 
   We would like to thank everyone in 
   the community for the wonderful 
   expression of love shared with us 
through the second annual cake decorating contest 
benefitting the Robert V. Miller Fund at the Austin  
Community Foundation.  It was so much fun to see the 
outpouring of creativity, voting involvement, and eating 
bonanza by young and old during the contest.  We know 
Robert saw it all and had that silly grin on his face.  
Thank you, Pam, for doing such a great job getting it 
organized and pointed in the right direction.  Special 
thank you’s to all those who made and designed a 
decoration scheme for their cake.  It was our joy to 
share this day with our son, Lewis, and his children, who 
just happened to be visiting on this special occasion.  
BUT, none of this joy can supersede the joy that 
radiates on each face at every camping experience that 
occurs.  Thank you so very much.  Do check in from 
time to time on the web to share this adventure as we 
keep rolling along, www.rvmcampsadultsdisabilities.org. 
 
   We wish you many blessings, 
   Sharon, Jerry and Ben 

 

    
2008 RECONCILATION S2008 RECONCILATION S2008 RECONCILATION S2008 RECONCILATION SUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY    

September 27, 2009 
 

The Reconciliation Emphasis, from September 27 to October 4, is a 
time to think about what the church and individuals can do to alleviate 
the causes of racism.  The special offering will go to such efforts in 
our denomination.  Special offering envelopes will be available for 
your use. 

Are you going to the Bluebonnet 
Area Annual Women’s Retreat? 
It will be held the weekend of 
Friday, September 25 through 
Sunday, September 27 in 
Gonzales, TX .  Melanie Holtz 
will be attending, and has room 
in her car for three more ladies 
who would like to carpool.  
Please contact Melanie at 
(512)466-9716. 
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Southwest Region Retreats 
2009 CCSW MEN’S RETREAT 

September 18-20, 2009 
Lake Brownwood Christian Retreat 

PREACHING * TEACHING * SINGING * RECREATION * WORSHIP * EATING * RELAXATION 
 FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER MEN * SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Theme:  “Remembering Our Past, Shaping Our Future” 
Speakers:  Rev. Jimmy Cobb, Rev. Olin Fregia 

Mail In Your Registration Now! 
 

BBA/LRGVD Disciples Women’s Retreat 
September 25-27, 2009 

Disciple Oaks Retreat Center, Gonzales, Texas 
I called…God answered…I am changed… 

Have you registered yet?  If not, please check out the following important dates! 
• Early registrations ($100) are due by September 1, 2009 

• Late registrations afer September 1 are $115. 
 

Registration forms for both of these retreats are available by contacting the church office at 343-7858 or the 
Bluebonnet Area Office at (210)822-4345.  For more information, go to www.bluebonnetarea.org 

 
 


