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November 2009      The Shepherd’s Lyre 
 

Do You See the Vision? 
 
Have you ever had a dream that seemed so real that you thought it 
had to be true?  Maybe it was something you had just forgotten about 
and your subconscious mind was trying to remind you.  Maybe it was 
something that you had discussed with others and thought about a lot 
and in your mind it was becoming real.  The Merriam-Webster 
dictionary lists this about ‘vision’: “Something seen in a dream, trance, 
or ecstasy - the act or power of imagination”.  
 
SHCC has a vision and it includes you and your family. It’s a vision 
based on three pillars:  
 

1. Continuing Christian education for all ages;  
 

2. Worship services centered on the teachings of the Bible;  
 

3. Outreach through service and support of the local community 
and the world.  

 
Sunday, November 1st will be the beginning of the 2010 Operating 
Budget Pledge Campaign and it will run through November 22nd.  
You may have already received a letter about the pledge campaign 
which included a Pledge Card for the 2010 Operating Budget.  Our 
requested 2010 budget is $320,991.   I encourage you to be an active 
part of the vision of SHCC by making a financial pledge to SHCC. 
Return back a portion of the gifts that the Lord has shared with you, to 
help the vision of SHCC continue to grow in our community.  
 
Be an active part of the vision at SHCC! 
 
 
May the Peace of the Lord be with you, 
 
Ray Combs 
Chairman of Stewardship 
512-633-5827     
rcombs@austin.flairdata.com 
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Leaders for November 2009: 
November 1: Tim and Chris Johnson  
November 8: Russell and Dana Austin 
November 15: Chris and Gail Adams 
November 22: Pat Vaughan and Sheri                  
              Brice 
November 29: Mary Ann Coleman and 
Kim Keating 
If you need to switch dates, that is perfectly 
understandable!  Please call someone from the 
list and try to make arrangements to switch.  
 

THY ROD AND THY STAFF 
 
Progress –- it’s easy to see in our worship extension; the sheetrock has been taped and floated, the 
rock work is nearing completion both inside and out, the roof will go on soon.  You can clearly see the 
progress and even feel the difference as you walk into the room.  It is worship space. 
 
The internal church progress is harder to measure.  Worship services are continuing, as are Christian 
Education classes, choir and bell choir programs, children’s musical rehearsal,  youth lock-in and 
pumpkin auction, Shepherd’s meetings, Heritage Sunday, small group dinners, outreach activities – 
whether all of our ministry activity is progress, you’ll have to decide.  We are staying actively engaged.  
But, both our number of new visitors and our number of new members are down.  Naturally, this isn’t a 
surprise, given our “under construction” status and activity.  I’m simply raising the awareness now and 
inviting you to bring your family and friends over for a “look-see” after our construction is complete 
(probably in January). 
 
I am also interested in the idea of life progress.  St. Paul, in Philipppians 3:14, says, “I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Are  you pressing on in your life?  Are 
you pressing on in your faith?  Is there growth?  Is there progress?  Jack Bogle, the founder of 
Vanquard, in his new book Enough, paraphrases Sophocles: 
     One must wait until the evening 
     To appreciate the splendor of the day. 
 
The SHCC community will survive the building process.  It will be lovely, worshipful, and show obvious 
progress in community space.  Visitor attendance and new members will regain momentum and new 
ministry will be added.  Looking back, this construction time will be seen as a time of community 
progress.  I certainly hope that is true of your life and mine when we look back on these growing days. 
 
 

God bless,        
         

Rod 
 

Worship Assistants Needed 
We are in need of individuals to 

serve as Worship Assistants in the 
months of November and 

December.  The sign-up sheet is 
looking “spotty”, so please take a 
moment to find a date when you 
can serve as Worship Leader, 

Acolyte, or Communion Preparer.  
We also have several Sundays 
available for flower donations. 

The sign-up sheet is posted outside 
the 2nd floor worship area. 

Thank you! 
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Outreach HighlightsOutreach HighlightsOutreach HighlightsOutreach Highlights    
 

FOCUS AREA:   CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
Comfort House 
 
Comfort House is a nonprofit organization located in S.E. Austin’s Montopolis neighborhood.  It is 
frequently referred to as Florence’s Comfort House because emphasis on protection, education, and 
“giving back” is the personal mission of the Executive Director, Florence Ponziano.  She uses her 
home as a place of protection and safety; basic care, activities and youth service projects for children 
and youth in the community.  The home is also her art studio and she has a space at the back of the 
property reserved as a library for children and youth who come to her.  Services provided for children 
and youth include food, snacks, clothing (outer and underwear), baths, books, toys, outings and 
activities.  Some of the activities include organized service projects for the youth to “give back” to the 
elderly.  Florence does not receive a salary.  The home has been in need of repair and the Board has 
considered possible relocation.  For more information go to www.florencescomforthouse.org.  (Kathy 
Richmond has been a knowledgeable resource person about this organization, its mission and 
services). 
 
LifeWorks 
 
LifeWorks is a nonprofit organization offering a full array of services for homeless youth, families in 
crises, and children and youth at risk of homelessness.  Programs are provided at  34 elementary, 
middle, and high schools in the area.  Services are offered out of three multipurpose centers and four 
housing sites. A drop-in center is located in Round Rock.   The highly awarded programs, and financial 
management recognitions have placed this organization in a position to have a major impact on the 
needs of homeless, runaway and at risk youth in our community.  SHCC’s Christmas Tree Angel 
Project during the Christmas season provides the community with an opportunity to participate in 
Project Holiday Help!  A brief profile of an individual child or family is located on an Angel ornament.   
Selection of an ornament represents a choice to include the purchase of gifts for the individual child, 
youth or family described during the holiday season.  Suzanne Gonzales has led this project for many 
years and is a knowledgeable resource person about the organization and how it meets the needs 
presented in our community. You may also visit www.lifeworksaustin.org for additional information. 
 
Safe Place 
 
This nonprofit organization offers a comprehensive array of services for individuals at risk or 
experiencing sexual assault and domestic violence.  Services include education and prevention 
throughout the community in schools and at other organizations.  A 24 hour crisis line is published. 
Preventive counseling and supports, as well as safety and refuge locations and services for male and 
female victims,  are provided.  Children impacted by violence in their home settings have access to 
safe shelter and education locations.  The safety settings include a family shelter.   Assistance is 
provided in obtaining legal services such as protective orders.  Medical assistance and support is 
available for rape victims.  There are many opportunities to donate time, money and other resources to 
assist with this need in our community.  Although great caution is taken in revealing specific locations a 
great deal of information on the amount of services provided and who receives the services is available 
on the website at www.safeplace.org.  
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All children, in kindergarten through 5th grade, are invited to participate in this year’s Christmas Musical.  Rehearsals 
will be held on all Sundays in November following the worship service.  We will have a snack lunch and rehearse until 
2:00 pm. 
Here is the rehearsal schedule:  
 
     Sunday, November 1, 12:30-2:00    Pizza and Fruit  Kindergarten – 5th grade 
     Sunday, November 8th, 12:30-2:00    Sandwiches and Chips  Kindergarten – 5th grade 
     Sunday, November 15th,  12:30-2:00    Hotdogs and Chili  Kindergarten – 5th grade 
     Sunday, November 22nd, 12:30-200    Pizza and Fruit  Kindergarten – 5th grade 
     Sunday, November 29th, 4:00-6:00 pm     Kindergarten – 5th grade 
 
The Christmas Musical will be performed on Sunday, December 6 at 6:00 pm, followed by the annual Christmas 
Party.  

Please call Cindy Long at 331-9750, or e-mail at cllong@swbell.net, if you have any questions. 
 

 

Disciples Mission Fund  Denominational Special Offerings 
 
Shepherd of the Hills Christian church participates in shared outreach ministries through six special 
offerings each year on the same Sundays that 2800 other Disciples congregations participate. The 
offerings from each church, and from individuals who give on the days of these special offerings, are 
pooled to do such things as leading New Church formations, developing new congregational 
leaders, coordinating cross denominational work trips and volunteers to geographic areas affected 
by disasters.  The Fund also supports the regional ministries with pastoral development and 
community transformation for the 21st century.   
 

2009/2010 Special Offering Calendar 
 
November  22—Thanksgiving  (Higher education, theological education of church leaders) 
December 13 and 20—Christmas  (regional ministries in the SHCC region) 
February 21, 2010—(Week of Compassion) 
March 28 (Palm Sunday) and April 4, 2010—Easter   (General ministries to strengthen 
congregational life) 
May 23, 2010—Pentecost (New Church development) 
 
Please consider joining together with our brothers and sisters  
in Christ on these special days. 
 

 



 

                                            2009 CWF POINSETTIA SALE 
 

For the past eight years the sale of poinsettias has provided a                                               
means of decorating our sanctuary during advent.  The red                                                  
poinsettias also honor our special friends and family or                                                      
remember those who have  passed away.  It is also a great way                                                                       
of bringing the spirit of Christ  into our homes.   

As you know, the cost of living and the cost of gas have increased                                                                  
dramatically and the increase affects the cost of poinsettias and delivery.                                                                    
The cost this year is $12.00.  Your money goes to the Down Home Ranch                                                           
in Elgin which provides a home and job for Texans with mental disabilities.   You can go to their 
website at www.downhomeranch.org to read about the many ways our money helps the ranch.  
SHCC also continues its support to several of the following projects: 

 
      *Purchased items from the Advent Tree. 
      *Heifer Program  
      *CWF study material to enrich our spiritual growth. 
 
The kitchen is still in need of a new counter depth refrigerator when we move into our new 
space.  We have some money put aside for this expensive appliance. 
 
We hope each of you will help make this project a success by completing the enclosed order 
form for poinsettias and placing it and a check made payable to SHCC in the poinsettia box in the 
upstairs hall, or in the offering plate or mail it to SHCC.  (Mark your check POINSETTIA). 
 
The poinsettias you wish to leave in the sanctuary may be taken with you after the Christmas Eve 
service.  Also, a reminder that every woman in the church is a member of CWF (Christian 
Women’s Fellowship).  We invite you to join us for the many activities both day and night.  All fun! 
 

Special Insert The Shepherd’s Lyre 

*To print a copy of the Poinsettia Order Form, please 
scroll down to the bottom of this newsletter, or you may 

pick up a form in the upstairs hallway of the Carnes 
Building, outside the worship area.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

NAME BIRTHDAY 
Jill Gentry November 2 
Fred Lewis November 2 
Trey Jones November 3 
Dennis Duff November 6 
Laurie Henderson November 6 
Dan Owen November 6 
Phyllis Tate November 10 
Dana Austin November 10 
Diane Roberson November 11 
Andy Rose November 12 
Jonathon Anawaty November 15 
Rachel Anawaty November 19 
Jennifer Carroll November 19 
Judi Proctor November 19 
Vincent Austin November 20 
Sharon Hobbs November 21 
Bob May November 23 
Jonny Jones November 25 
Bryce Johnson November 26 
Riley Brevard November 29 

 

 
 

 The CWF (Christian Women’s Fellowship) Lunch 
will be Thursday, November 5 at 11:30 am at the 
Bamboo Grill, 6507 Jester Blvd.   Please call if you 
need information.                ~ Milesa Juricic (288-8306) 
 
 

    The next meeting of the CMF (Christian Men’s 
Fellowship) Prayer Breakfast will be Friday,  
November 6, at 7:00 am at Waterloo on 360.   Any 
questions, please call Adrian Gentry at 345-3541. 
                     
 

  Book Club: The Book Club will be beginning its 
eleventh year when we meet again at the Triumph Café 
on Spicewood Springs Road on November 9th at 7:00 
pm.   We will be discussing Olive Kitteridge by 
Elizabeth Strout.  This Pulitzer Prize winning bestseller 
is a book of short stories linked by characters and 
setting.  We love to see new faces, so you are 
welcome to join us even if you haven’t read the book.                                             
~ Suzanne Gonzalez 
 
 

  CWF Day Group:  The monthly CWF meeting will 
be on Wednesday, November 18,  at the church at 
2:00 pm.  The lesson is entitled  “Peculiar Grace, 
Caught in the Act: The Adulteress” from our study 
book,   Really Bad Girls of the Bible.  These lessons 
are VERY interesting, come and see!    

                 ~ Milesa (288-8306) 
 
 

  Theological Discovery Group will meet at SHCC 
on Friday, November 20 at 12:00 noon.  Tim Tutt, of 
United Christian Church, will lead a discussion on 
homosexuality and the Bible.   Bring a sack lunch and 
join us. 
 
 

  CWF Monday Night Escape Group: Our next 
meeting will be Monday, November 23.  We meet at 
5:30 pm at Waterloo on 360 for dinner, followed by a 
discussion at 7:00 pm at the church.  Please contact 
the Church Office in advance if you will need childcare.  
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

 The ORG (“Old Retired Guys”) group meets every 
Tuesday for breakfast and discussion, 8:00 am at 
Triumph Café, 3808 Spicewood Springs Rd.  
 
 

  Opportunities for Fellowship and Growth 
  

  

 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER    
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES    

 
 

 
NAME  ANNIVERSARY 
Randy & Laurie Henderson November 18 
Ray & Sandy Combs  November 22 
Billy & Pat Tumlinson  November 23 
Daniel & Georgiana Dávila November 26 
Dot & Stan Kirby  November 27 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 ALL SAINTS  SUNDAY 

  STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF 
9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 
9:30 am Sunday School  

10:40 am Worship 
12:00 pm Congregational 

          Care Committee 

12:30-2:00 pm Youth 

Choir Lunch & Rehearsal 

FALL BACK ONE HOUR    

2 
 

3 Voting At 

       SHCC           

8:00 am 

ORG 

5:45 pm  

ARCH 

4 
 

 

 

7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm Chancel 

Choir 

5 
 

11:30am CWF 

Lunch @ 

Bamboo Grill 

 

 

6   7:00 am 
CMF Prayer 

Breakfast @ 

Waterloo on 

360   

 

  
CYF Fall Rally                       

7  
 

 
 

 

 

 
CYF Fall 

Rally 

8       STEWARDSHIP     

 9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship 
12:00 pm Outreach    

          Committee 

12:30  pm Youth Choir 

Lunch & Rehearsal 

9  
 

 

 

7:00 pm  

Book Club @ 

Triumph Cafe 

10  
8:00 am 

ORG 

12:00 pm 
CCDC Clergy 

Lunch @ 

HPCC 

11 Veterans Day 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm Chancel 

Choir 

12 

 
 

 

6 -7:30 pm 
Brownies Mtg. 

13 
 

14  

 
 

15    STEWARDSHIP 

9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship 
12:00 pm Shepherds Mtg 

12:30  pm Youth Choir 

Lunch & Rehearsal 

  

16 
 

5:15 pm  

Mobile Loaves 

& Fishes 
 

17 
 

8:00 am 

ORG 

18 
2:00 pm  
CWF Meeting  

 

7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm Chancel 

Choir 

19 
 

 
 

7:00 pm 

Cabinet 

Meeting 
 

20 
 

12:00 Noon      
Theological  

Discovery  

Group @ SHCC 

21 
 

  8:30 am  

   Turkey  

  Collection         

  @ SHCC   

 

22 THANKSGIVING  

            SUNDAY 
  STEWARDSHIP 

9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship 

12:30  pm Youth Choir 

Lunch & Rehearsal 

 

3:30pm  AAIM Annual 

Interfaith Celebration 

23  
12:00 Noon       
Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

5:30 pm 
CWF Monday 

Night Escape 

7:00 pm  

Discussion @ 

Church 

 

24 
8:00 am 

ORG 

 

12:00 Noon       
Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

25  

 

 
7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm Chancel 

Choir     

26 
Thanksgiving 

        Day 

 

Church Office 

    Closed 

 

Turkey Trot 

27 
  

                            

 

Church Office 

    Closed 

28 

 
    9:00 am  

Worship 

Committee 

Advent 

Preparation 

 

29 FIRST SUNDAY OF  

             ADVENT 

9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Hanging of the  

                  Greens    

4 - 6  pm Youth Choir 

Lunch & Rehearsal 

30 
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November 2009 
 

 

December Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for submissions for the December 

newsletter and calendar is Monday,  

November 23 at 12 noon.  Your continued 

attention to this deadline is much appreciated! 

 

 



                                                               
 
                                                                                                    
 
                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      It's Turkey Time!!!! 
This will be our fourth year collecting turkeys for 
 Bethany Food Pantry.  Last year we had over  
90 turkeys (I stopped counting after 90) and not  
one went to waste or in my oven!!   
 
You can help again in three different ways: 
 
1)  On November 8 & 15 we will be collecting  
money for Turkeys and Lucinda and whoever  
wants to help will go buy them early Saturday 
morning, November 21st.  Last year turkeys                                                                                            
averaged around  $13/turkey  (I got really, 
really big ones).   
 
2)  The Preferred Turkey Donation Method: 
You can bring a turkey (fresh, frozen, big, small 
--as long as it is dead and defeathered) to SHCC on the morning of November 21 by 8:30a.m.   
We will then caravan over to Bethany and help distribute turkeys and other food stuff to their clients- 
which is the 3rd way you can help.   
3)  Help distribute turkeys and other food stuffs at Bethany Chritian Church.  Last year this was the 
fun, most rewarding,  and most challenging part.  It will also be a great way to see Bethany's new 
kitchen and the clients Bethany serves. 
 
If you have any questions please contact The Turkey Queen-Lucinda, lvalenti@mindspring.com.  
                             

Did You Know? 
 

Did you know that SHCC participates in 
Randall’s Good Neighbor Program? 

 
When you are shopping at Randall’s, just 
mention SHCC’s Good Neighbor number, 
which is 6201, and 1% of your purchases 
will be rebated to SHCC. 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Loaves and Fishes 
Monday, November 16, 5:15 pm 

 
Mobile Loaves & Fishes prepares  

and distributes food to the homeless.  For 
more information or directions, please 

contact Lucinda or go to www.mlfnow.org. 
 

ARCH       (Austin Resource Center 
for the Homeless) 

 

Tuesday, November 3, 5:45 pm 
500 East 7th St. at Neches 

Help serve a hot meal to the homeless. 
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Please scroll down to view 
and print the Poinsettia 

Order Form. 
 

� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin’s 25th  Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration, Nov. 22nd 

 

Austin Area Interreligious Ministries (AAIM) will hold their 25th Annual Interfaith Celebration on 
Sunday, November 22, 2009 at First Baptist Church, located at 901 Trinity Street in downtown 
Austin.  The Service will begin at 3:30 p.m. and a Reception will follow at 5:00 p.m.  Participating 
congregations are encouraged to bring food dishes that can be shared by all and include an 
ingredients list.   
 
Our theme this year is COURAGE.  For more information please visit www.aaimaustin.org. 
 

 



 

CWF/SHCC POINSETTIA SALECWF/SHCC POINSETTIA SALECWF/SHCC POINSETTIA SALECWF/SHCC POINSETTIA SALE    
Order form     Cost $12      

COLORS   Red only wrapped with foil ready for gift giving.  GROWN BY THE 
RESIDENTS AT DOWN HOME RANCH in Elgin, TX             
DELIVERY   NOVEMBER 28, 2009.  Poinsettias you plan to take home rather than 
leave in the sanctuary, should be picked up by Sunday, NOVEMBER 29, 2009. 
 
NAME_____________________________________________ 

 
PHONE____________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER_____You will take home on Sunday, November 29th  
 
NUMBER_____You will LEAVE  in the sanctuary in memory/honor of your loved ones.  

At the close of the Christmas Eve service, you may take them with you if you wish. 

 
Please complete the following: 
 
NUMBER____MEMORY OF____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____MEMORY OF____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____MEMORY OF____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____MEMORY OF____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____HONOR OF______________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____HONOR OF______________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____HONOR OF______________________________________ 
 
NUMBER____HONOR OF______________________________________ 
 
**   TOTAL ORDERED (see above)_______________$_______________     
ATTACHED 
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SHCC (mark check POINSETTIA) AND INCLUDE 
WITH YOUR ORDER. 
 
PLACE ORDER IN POINSETTIA  BOX  IN UPSTAIRS HALL, MAIL TO SHCC OR 
PLACE IN THE OFFERING PLATE. 
 


