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phones that rang and rang 
and rang (and still ring). 
Lucinda Valenti, Randy Hill, 
Billy and Pat Tumlinson, 
and others  who worked 
tirelessly at the Convention 
Center; uncounted church 
members who donated 
clothes and food and 
money. Stan, Hank, Kim, 
Ira, Randy, Adrian and Eric 
moving beds week after 
week. 
  
The truth is that the 
recovery process for 
hurricane evacuees is still 
in full swing and the need is 
still great.  SHCC has given 
more to this effort than 
anyone could have ever 
imagined; thank you. 
 
Giving is what I will always 
remember about SHCC.  
• Outreach with 
endless ways to reach out 
to our community. Peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches, 
hundreds…  Cookies, 200 
dozen!  
• Trips to the 
Southwest Good Samaritan 
Ministries – plumbing, 
drywall, clothing destitute 
refugees.  
• Crossing the 
border into Matamoras, 
Mexico, and shopping for 
and delivering groceries to 
Casa Betel, an orphanage.  
• Gricelda.  
• Diaper drives, 
weekly food collection, 
school supplies, etc. 
• Painting a house, 
well, uh, RED! 
Giving—don’t mention a 
need unless you want a 
response, because SHCC 
can’t help but give.  
 
My ministry here has been 
shared completely with 
Greg Lanier and Eric Elder.  
There is not one thing that 

  

  

July marks my last month 
as your “foster pastor.”  It is 
difficult for me to imagine 
my Sunday mornings 
somewhere else! It will be 
the first time since 1990 
that I have not served on 
staff at a church.  Hmm… 
 
But I do know what Monday 
through Friday will bring.  I 
will be going to an office to 
work daily with TIDR and 
continue the work with 
survivors of hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita.  For the 
next 14 months, at least, I 
will be serving as the 
Executive Director of Texas 
Interagency/Interfaith 
Disaster Response.  The 
current staff of TIDR  will 
move with me.  I think it will 
be a sad day when we 
move out of our offices—
remembering that Shepherd 
of the Hills was as much a 
part of the beginning of the 
hurricane recovery effort as 
any organization in our 
community.  It has been 
home to TIDR. 
 
What wonderful memories 
of the efforts of those who 
helped so much! Ray 
Combs and Randy Long 
who put in phone lines and 
phones, Joyce Coleman, 
Jeanne May, Diane 
Roberson, Diane Baker and 
many others who answered 

has happened here that has 
not been directly related to 
their work, encouragement, 
and support of the ministry 
of this church.  Greg’s 
leadership has been a 
rudder through all kinds of 
waters, and I cannot say 
enough to compliment him 
and thank him.  Eric’s gift 
with children, youth, and 
book aficionados—is 
legendary.  The teamwork 
approach included the fine 
leadership and musical 
direction of Mark Manning 
as well as Rebecca 
Hartmann who kept our 
church office effective and 
efficient. 
 
Finally, your love and 
concern for my family and 
me has made my time with 
you very special.  I will 
always hold my time with 
you as blessed.  I was 
asked a question by the 
Search Committee some 
two years ago, prior to my 
call here:  What would be 
the most difficult part of 
your ministry here?  My 
answer, before I knew you, 
was—leaving.  This month 
those words are proving too 
true. 
 
I pray for you, for this 
wonderful ministry called 
Shepherd of the Hills, for a 
time of encouragement and 
renewal with the return of 
Rod to full-time ministry, 
and I look forward to seeing 
you, from time to time, in 
and around Austin. 
 
May God’s peace surround 
you, now and in all your 
tomorrows. 
  
 
Amy BeVille Elder 
Foster Pastor 
  
  

A Message from Amy 
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Children’s Church is continuing 
through the long hot summer, in a  
cool interesting Children’s Church 
room. Here is the schedule for  
leaders and stories:  
 
July 2 Cindy Long   
                Paul in prison for God 
July 9 Cindy Long   
                What is Freedom? 
July 16    Eric Elder 

God has One Church 
July 23    Jen Richter 
                Parable of Prodigal Son 
May 28    Eric Elder 

Jacob wrestles God 
 

Children’s Church and Sunday School Updates 
 

 

Updated giving statements 
through June 2006 will be 
available for members at 
church the next two 
Sundays (and mailed after 
that if we don't see you).  
As you enjoy the summer 
months and consider all 
your blessings, I hope you 

  

  

  

count your place in the 
SHCC family as one of 
your great blessings. I 
know that I do.  Please 
take a minute to check 
your statement to see how 
you stand with your 
pledged giving.  Keeping 
those pledges current 
allows SHCC to continue 
all the wonderful programs 
which are planned.  As 
always, please let me 
know if you need to 
change your pledge, since 
this is helpful to our 
financial planning.  Have a 
wonderful summer!  
 
Linda Hoops, Treasurer  
 

Our accompanist, Gloria 
Young Kim, was accepted as 
a doctoral candidate at the 
University of Minnesota, and 
played her last service with 
SHCC on June 11th.  Besides 
her obvious gift of beautiful 
music, Gloria brought a sunny 
disposition and ready smile 
every Sunday morning.  On a 
personal note, she is a good 
friend who assisted me more 
than I can say, even going so 
far as to play violin in my 
wedding.  Her presence will 
be greatly missed. 
 
We are fortunate, however, to 
welcome our new pianist, Ben 
Balleza.  Ben is a senior at 
the University of Texas who, 
in addition to playing piano, is 
an accomplished trombonist 
and guitarist.  He brings not 
only a great deal of talent, but 
a warm personality to the 
church.  Welcome, Ben! 
  
Finally, my gratitude goes to 
the Bell Choir for another 
fabulous season.  Our final 
performance before the 
summer break was on June 4.  
During this year, the Bell 
Choir reached a total of 10 
members, the largest member 
total of my tenure as director 
of music.  Thank you for 
another fabulous year, and 
we'll see you in September! 

 
Mark Manning 
Director of Music. 

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM PAT WHITE 
 

Dear Members of SHCC, 
 
Words cannot express the gratitude our family feels for your support during the time of 
my Mother's death.  Wilda Allen was a blessing in our lives.  Members of SHCC have 
blessed us with prayers, food, friendship and love.  
Thank you so much.  God bless you each. 

Sincerely, 
Pat White 

From your Music Director 

Treasurer’s Notes 
 

We’ve had exciting developments in 
the Sunday School program! Thanks 
to Jeanne May and friends, the  
Preschool Sunday school room will 
soon be graced with lovely vertical  
murals with Bible themes. Thank you 
Jeanne for sharing your talents! 

CWF Recipe of the 
Month: 
                                     
Sherbet Dessert 
 
Prepare two 1.3 oz 
packages (1/2 box) of 
Dream Whip, as per 
instructions and mix with 1 
cup vanilla wafers 
(crumbled) and 1 cup of 
pecans (chopped). 
  
Mix all together and put 
into 9x13 dish.  Over this, 
spread a quart of Rainbow 
Sherbet.  Add a quart of 
Raspberry Sherbet as the 
top layer.  Then, over all, 
sprinkle more chopped 
pecans.   
Freeze. 
Serves 12-15.  
 



July CWF (Christian Women’s Fellowship) 
The July CWF meeting will be Wednesday, 
July 19th at 2:00 at the church. Our lesson 
will be entitled "Sisterhood:  Ties That Go 
Beyond Biology." 
 
Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend. 
 
We would like to have all women of the 
church be a part of our group of  
study, sharing, fellowship and learning.  YOU 
would be welcome! 
 
Milesa Juricic 
288-8306 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

JulY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Priscilla Blanton  July 1 
Georgiana Davila  July 2 
Nancy Blaich   July 2 
Cristina Coupal  July 4 
Sandy Owen   July 5 
Ryan Anawaty  July 8 
Greg Lanier   July 8 
Karlan Witt   July 11 
Mary Hill   July 11 
Mary Lynn Woodall  July 12 
Dave Baker   July 14 
Christa Owen  July 15 
Paul Fletes   July 16 
Kalyn Horst   July 16 
London Constable  July 17 
Alex Lewis   July 20 
Hannah Lewis  July 20 
Karen Terry   July 22 
Cam Witt   July 24 
Randy Henderson  July 30 
Stan Kirby   July 30 
 

July 
Anniversaries 

 
Gregory & Linda Ross  July 12 
Bob & Phyllis Tate   July 16 
Pat & Jenn Richter   July 22 
Adrian & Jill Gentry   July 24 
Bob & Joyce Coleman  July 29 
Mark & Sheri Brice   July 30 
Randy & Susan Hill   July 30 

July Still Wandering 
Still Wandering will meet on Saturday, July 
15th.  Watch your e-mail for updates or 
contact Linda Hoops for more information 
at 914-8622 or lhoops@austin.rr.com 

July CMF (Christian Men’s Fellowship) 
The CMF Prayer Breakfast will be held 
Friday, July 7th at the Denny’s located at 
7820 Burnet Road from 6:30 am to 7:45 
am.  Please call Adrian Gentry at 345-3541 
with any questions.   

SHCC Book Club 
 
The next meeting of the Book Club is 
Monday, July 10th at 7:00 pm at Mesa Hills 
Café.  They will be reading A Short History of 
Tractors in Ukrainian by Marina Lewycka 
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Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

6909 W. Courtyard 
Austin, TX 78730 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Dear SHCC-- 
 
   It continues to be Baptism and Retreat Season in the Darmstadt community.  I've 
lead three retreats in the last month.  The first was for the Protestant community--we 
went to the Army retreat center in Garmisch down in Bavaria near the Alps; the 
second was with the Gospel community to Rome--long bus ride, but it was to Rome 
after all; The third was back to Garmisch with a group of spouses and children of the 
deployed Signal unit--211 people, 94 under the age of 12--it was dynamic.  In 
baptisms, I've conducted one Infant Baptism, ten adult in the last two weeks, two 
Confirmations and I have another Infant Baptism this Sunday-- Baptism and Retreat 
Season.  It's been fun and rewarding, but all of it together takes a lot of energy.  
Being the pastor for the Gospel community is a whole new experience.  This 
community has spirit.  I'll show you the dance step when I return.  (It's really not that 
easy for me to step, clap and sing at the same time.) 
 
   Next on my list is family visit season.  Mary Ann, Allison and Wade will arrive next 
week so I plan to slow down and show them around a little.  By the time they leave,  
I really will feel like I'm about finished.  I'll then leave Germany in mid-August to out-
process at Ft. Benning, Georgia.  I still expect to be home on the 25th or 27th of 
August and look forward to being in church the first Sunday in September.  I'm 
ready!  I do hope that things are going well there, and I do continue to pray for and 
appreciate all the ministry that you all are involved in.  I am now counting the days 
and look forward to seeing you soon.  May our gracious God continue to bless you, 
I remain sincerely yours, Rodney B. Coleman 

A LETTER FROM ROD 

U.S. Army Retreat, Garmisch, Germany 



 
 
 
 
 

      1 
11:00 am SIKHs 
 
 

2 
9:15 am Coffee, 
Pastries & Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:40 am Worship 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Office Closed 
8:00 am ORG 
5:30 pm ARCH 
6:30 pm Party at 
Bob and Jeanne 
May home 
 

5 
7:30 pm  
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 
6:30am CMF 
Prayer 
Breakfast 
 

8 
 

9 
9:15 am Coffee, 
Pastries & Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:40 am Worship 
 
 

10 
7:00 pm  
Book Club 
 
 
 
  
Chi Rho Camp 

11 
8:00 am ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
Chi Rho Camp 

12 
7:30 pm  
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 
 
 
 
Chi Rho Camp 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chi Rho Camp 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
Chi Rho Camp 

15 
Still Wandering 
- Event TBD 
 
 
 
Chi Rho Camp 

16 
9:15 am Coffee, 
Pastries & Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:40 am Worship 
 
 
Junior Camp 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Camp 

18 
8:00 am ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Camp 

19 
2:00 pm CWF 
7:30 pm  
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 
 
 
Junior Camp 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Camp 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Camp 

22 

23 
9:15 am Coffee, 
Pastries & Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:40 am Worship 
Congregational Meeting 
following worship 

24 
 

25 
8:00 am ORG 
 
 

26 
7:30 pm  
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
9:15 am Coffee, 
Pastries & Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:40 am Worship 
 
 

31      
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Stamp Drive a Success 
Don and Kate Lindsay put in 
the call to SHCC asking for 
the congregation to collect 
stamps, both foreign and 
American, that they could 
share with their students in 
China.  Kate has written back 
to describe her experience 
sharing with the children: 
 
"Thank you for assisting in 
our stamp drive.  It was funny 
because the stamps arrived 
by personal delivery to my 

classroom by Teacher 
Richard.  Because the 
students are always 
interested in anything that 
comes from America, I 
opened it on the spot.  What 
excitement!!!  I was able to 
give stamps to students 
immediately.  The students 
are always interested in the 
ones with scenery and want 
to know where it is and if 
I've been there.  The foreign 
stamps were an even bigger 

hit.  Even I had not, of 
course, seen most of them, 
so we all were awed over 
these.  I've gotten a stamp 
album here from the 
department stationary store 
so that I can organize the 
stamps for show and tell.     
I found information on-line 
about them, so I'm able to 
share date of issuance and 
other interesting facts when 
giving them away to 
students.  Many thanks!” 

Have a friend join you 
and read one of Henri 
Nouwen's books, any 
of his books.  Take 
your time, and you and 
a friend read and 
discuss; some of these 
you can actually read 
in each other's 
presence.  Or read 
separately and get 
together over lunch or 
a good cup of coffee 
and just talk.  It’s a 
great way to 
encourage your 
spiritual life, it’s good 
reading, and you have 
the joy of learning 
more about a church 
friend.  
 

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 

The Top 10 Henri 
Nouwen Books : 
 
1. The Return Of 
The Prodigal Son  
 
2. Here And Now: 
Living In The Spirit 
 
3. In The Name Of 
Jesus: Reflections 
On Christian 
Leadership  
 
4. The Wounded 
Healer: Ministry In 
Contemporary 
Society  
 
5. Life Of The 
Beloved: Spiritual 
Living In A 
Secular World  
 

6. The Inner Voice 
Of Love: A Journey 
Through Anguish 
To Freedom  
 
7. With Burning 
Hearts: A Meditation 
On The Eucharistic 
Life  
 
8. Reaching Out: 
The Three 
Movements Of The 
Spiritual Life  
 
9. Can You Drink 
The Cup?: The 
Challenge Of The 
Spiritual Life  
 
10. Bread For The 
Journey: A Daybook 
Of Wisdom And 

Faith  

 FROM YOUR FOSTER PASTOR 

 
 
 
The Nominating Committee 
for Cabinet officers 
(Moderator, Vice-Moderator, 
Secretary, and Treasurer) for 
the coming year is: Jen 
Richter, Billy Tumlinson, 
Sheri Brice, Allison Dillon, 
Jane Keene, Mark Hellums, 
and Jerry Vaughan.  Please 
contact one of these 
Committee members if you 
wish to nominate an officer 
candidate.  Nominations will 
be collected by the 
Committee through July 16 
and the Committee 
recommendations will be 
presented to the  
Congregation on July 23rd 
for approval.   
 
  The Congregational 
meeting will be July 23rd 
following the worship service. 
 

Nominating Committee 
Update 
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