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Advent is a time of preparation for the celebration of the birth 
(and rebirth) of Jesus in our hearts and in our lives.  This 
“season of preparation”  becomes such a busy time that often 
the fun gets crowded out and Jesus gets lost in the frenzied 
rush.  One of the most haunting judgments is in the Gospel of 
Luke, “and she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a  manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7).   It is not new for 
Jesus to be crowded out.  Preparation is needed to give our lives 
order and to make room for Jesus. 
 
The community of Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church will 
add depth and richness to your faith during this Advent and 
Christmas season.  This newsletter includes listings of Worship 
Services, outreach opportunities, choir programs, community 
parties, and education events.  Every day we decide how we will 
spend our time.  In this hectic and demanding season, join us as 
we at SHCC focus our season on Jesus, the one for whom this 
season is celebrated.  God still draws near, looking for a place to 
dwell. 
 
May God draw near to you during this season of preparation    
for the celebration of Christ’s birth.  Then we can have a truly 
Merry Christmas. 
 
God bless,                                                  
Rod           
                                                   
 
     
 
 
 

 
    

O, Come, let us adore  HimO, Come, let us adore  HimO, Come, let us adore  HimO, Come, let us adore  Him    
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                                              Christmas Outreach 2009 

 
     As we begin another glorious season of Advent, you will      
     find opportunities for spreading the love and joy of the 
     season to others in our community through our   
     Christmas angel project. Because of our present  
     situation, the church Christmas tree is much smaller than 
     usual, so you will find some angels on the tree, but  
     others are available on the bulletin boards outside the 
     two entrances to the upstairs sanctuary.  Please plan on 
taking one or several of the angels, all of which are dedicated to different programs under 
the LifeWorks umbrella. 
 

LifeWorks is an agency which was started to meet the needs of homeless teens and young 
people, most of whom have come from situations of abuse and neglect, many being 
products of the foster care system.  This agency tries to help meet physical needs of those 
on the streets, but it also provides transitional living shelter, life skills training, GED 
instruction, and counseling, among other things. 
 
We will continue our tradition of providing sleeping bags, backpacks, warm caps, gloves, 
hoodies, socks and gift cards to the homeless teens served by the Street Outreach 
program.  We will also be providing gifts to two different teen moms and their babies who 
are served by the Teen Parent Services program, as well as helping a young family in the 
Foster Care Transitional Services program.  This family includes a young mom and her 
five-year-old daughter. 
 

If you take an angel, we need to have the gifts returned no later than December 13th, but 
the earlier the better.  If you don’t have the opportunity to pick up an angel at church, you 
can call Suzanne at 659-6980 or call the church office to get information about how you 
can help.  Thanks for your always generous support in spreading SHCC cheer to those in 
need!  
 

 
 

                                 

             Church Wide Christmas Party                   

                           and Youth Musical 
                                           

                  Sunday, December 6, 2009 
 

         6:00 p.m.  Meet in the narthex for our Christmas        
               Party and a tour of the New Sanctuary! 

                                 
     7:00 p.m. Youth Musical Presentation 

                                  “Christmas Letters” 
 

 



            

 

 

     
 
 
 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
     
   DECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYS    
 
NAME    BIRTHDAY 
Jane Keene   December 3 
Jody Kehle   December 6 
McKelvey Valenti   December 12 
Tom Smith   December 13 
Joseph Whitcomb  December 13 
Lucia Coupal      December 16 
Erin Coupal   December 17 
Chris Hellums   December 19 
Rose Berry   December 20 
Cayleigh Carroll  December 20 
Bonnie Smith   December 21 
Ernie Fortenberry  December 24 
Cindy Long   December 24 
Casey Brice   December 27 
Rod Coleman   December 28 
Brian Sullivan   December 28 

 

 The CWF (Christian Women’s Fellowship) Lunch 
will be Thursday, December 3 at 11:30 am at Bamboo 
Grill, 6507 Jester Blvd., Suite 501.  This lunch is intended 
for all women of the church, and everyone is invited to 
bring guests (husbands, etc.)  I look forward to seeing 
you this week for lunch!                                 
                                               ~ Milesa Juricic (288-8306) 
 

  The next meeting of the CMF (Christian Men’s 
Fellowship) Prayer Breakfast will be Friday,  
December 4, at 7:00 am  at Waterloo on 360.  Any 
questions, please call Adrian Gentry at 345-3541. 
                     
 

  Book Club: The Book Club will be meeting at the 
home of Jody Kehle, 6104 Twin Ledge Circle, when we 
meet again on Monday, December 14, at 7:00 p.m.  We 
will be celebrating our Christmas meeting by bringing 
finger foods and desserts to share.  We are also doing 
something new by having a gift exchange among 
ourselves of a used book from our various stashes and 
bringing a new children’s book to donate to the children’s 
hospital (or other worthy children’s agency) as a 
Christmas outreach project.  This month we are reading  
Persian Girls: A Memoir by Nahid Rachlin.  It should 
provide interesting discussion, and we would love to 
have you join us.  Everyone is always welcome. 
 
 

  CWF Day Group  will not meet in December and all 
women are urged to attend the Christmas Ornament 
Exchange and Party on Thursday evening, December 
10, at 6:00 pm at the Mayabb’s home, 7908 Yaupon 
Drive.   See Page 4 for more details.  (The men are 
invited to join Mike Mayabb and go out for BBQ.)  

                
 

 The ORG (“Old Retired Guys”) group meets every 
Tuesday for breakfast and discussion, 8:00 am at 
Triumph Café, 3808 Spicewood Springs Rd. 
 

  

    DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
 
 
NAME  ANNIVERSARY 
Tim & Megan Lavin  December 6 
Russell & Dana Austin December 8 
Ralph & Patti Ladd  December 8 
Cam & Karlan Witt  December 10 
Bob & Jeanne May  December 21 
Jonny & Brenda Jones December 22 
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 Opportunities for Fellowship and Growth 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness that we 
announce that our accompanist, Ben 

Balleza, will be leaving SHCC in 
January.  Besides being a wonderful 
musician, Ben has brought a friendly 

presence to church every week, and will 
be sorely missed.  His last Sunday with 

us is January 3rd, so don’t miss the 
chance to wish him farewell! 
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Austin Resource Center for the 
Homeless (ARCH) 
Tuesday, December 1, 5:45 pm 
500 East 7th St. at Neches 

Join us to help feed a gourmet meal to 
about 100 homeless men.  If you are 
interested, please contact Suzanne 
Gonzalez. suzanne_gonzalez@msn.com 
 

              
    Mobile Loaves & Fishes 
       Monday, December 21, 
    5:15 pm 

 

We need help making sandwiches, loading the 
truck, and distributing food to the homeless 
and working poor of Austin.  Please contact 
Lucinda Valenti if you can help: 
lvalenti@mindspring.com.   
 

           104Turkeys!!!! 
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed time and money to the great turkey giveaway! 
       Bethany Food Pantry is extremely thankful!  They could not have accomplished their 
             Thanksgiving food giveaway to those who needed it without you! 
            

 
Christan Women’s Fellowship 

Church Wide Ornament Exchange 
Thursday, December 10th, Time TBA 

The Mayabb’s, 7908 Yaupon Drive ** (512-250-0226) 
Women:  Bring a wrapped Christmas ornament and an appetizer or dessert to share.                    
We will draw numbers for an ornament, and then have a chance to “swap”.  Great fun! 

Men:  Bring your wives!  Then join Mike at Rudy’s on 183 
(**Yaupon is now  a continuous street from Spicewood Springs Road  

off Highway 360 to Spicewood Springs Road off Highway 183) 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  

           Page 5 of 8 The Shepherd’s Lyre 

                          
     A REQUEST TO THE SHCC COMMUNITY 
The Outreach Committee of SHCC receives 10% of overall church revenue each year to lead, 
promote, coordinate when needed, and maintain the outreach community ministry of SHCC.  In 
2009,  funds were allocated to support the efforts of nonprofit organizations in the community in 
four focus areas:  Children and Youth,  Basic Needs,  Special Needs, and Ecumenical and 
Community Collaboration.  Total distributions will be in the range of $23,000-$25,000.  The 
Outreach Committee budget also provides a separate allocation to its Shepherd’s Fund which is a 
restricted fund established in 1987 for the purpose of building a corpus for future outreach 
projects.  The Trust document enables the Outreach Committee to make allocations from the 
interest earned on the Shepherd’s Fund. 
 
In January the Outreach Committee will be receiving research reports on community needs in the 
four Focus Areas from four Resource Leaders,  three of whom are not on the Committee.   The 
Committee will also receive its own member led research reports related to the procedures for 
Shepherd’s Fund distributions and for identifying all of the outreach done by members who 
contribute through projects implemented by individuals and groups within SHCC separate from 
the Outreach Committee.  After receiving these reports and recommendations,  the Outreach 
Committee will determine its 2010 allocations. 
                     
                                                              INVITATION 
If outreach is an area of interest to you, and there is  an organization you would like to identify for 
consideration in 2010 or future years, we would welcome receiving your ideas.  If you have 
information about this organization and have been involved in specific ways that cause you to 
believe it may have a broader interest within the community we would also like to have this 
information.  You may provide this information to Sharon Miller, Co-Chair,  either by phone (512-
306-9770) or e-mail (smiller120@austin.rr.com),  between now and January 6, 2010.  Sharon will 
be organizing and assembling materials for consideration by the Committee for its allocation 
meetings in January.  The outcome of these decisions will be reported in the February or March 
Newsletter. 
 

                                                         Breakfast With Santa 
        Saturday, December 19, 2009 
           10 am – 12 pm 
      
     The SHCC community, children, grandchildren, and 
     friend children are invited to have breakfast with 
     Santa.  The cost is ten dollars per guest.  All proceeds 
     to benefit local charities. 
 
     RSVP to your E-vite. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

 

1 
8:00 am 

ORG 

 

5:45 pm  

ARCH 

2     

 
 

 

7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm 
Chancel Choir                  

3       

 
11:30 am 

CWF Lunch@ 

Bamboo Grill 

             

4 
7:00 am 

CMF Prayer 

Breakfast @ 

Waterloo on 360 
 

5   9:00 am 

Cabinet Mtg. 

 

9:00 am - 

12:00 pm 

Christmas 

Pageant Dress 

Rehearsal 

6 PEACE SUNDAY 
 

9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School  

10:40 am Worship 
 

12:00 pm  Worship 

         Committee Mtg              

6:00 pm All Church 

        ChristmasParty 

7:00 pm Christmas     

               Pageant 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

8 
8:00 am 

ORG 

9 
 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bell 

Choir 
8:00 pm 
Chancel Choir 

10 
 

 

6:00 pm 
CWF All-

Church 

Christmas 

Ornament 

Exchange @ 

Mayabb’s 

 

11 
    

12  
 

 

10:00 am - 

12:00 pm 

Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal @ 

SHCC 

13  Lessons & Carols    
9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship 

“Lessons&Carols” 

12:00 pm Outreach 

Committee Mtg. 

                          

14  
 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Book 

Club @ home 

of Jody Kehle 

 

15 
8:00 am 

ORG 

 
 

 

16 
 

 

7:00 pm Bell 

and Chancel 

Choirs 
Christmas 

Party @SHCC 

 

17 

 
 

 

18 
 
 
12:00 Noon 

Theological 

Discovery Group 

19 
 

10:00 am - 

12:00 pm 

Breakfast with 

Santa 

 

 

 

20 
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 
9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship 

21 
 

 

5:15 pm  

Mobile Loaves 

& Fishes 

22 
8:00 am 

ORG 

 

23 
 

12:00 Noon 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

24 
 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

25 
CHRISTMAS 

       DAY 

 
Church Office   

Closed 

 

 

 

26 
 

      
  

27  Fruitcake Sunday 
9:15 am Coffee & Pastries 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:40 am Worship                

28 

 

29 
8:00 am 

ORG 

 

30 
       

 
 

                                               

31 
      NEW 

YEAR’S EVE 
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                 December 2009 

 

  January Newsletter   Deadline        
The deadline for submissions 
for the January newsletter                    
and calendar is Wednesday,                        
December 23 at 12 noon.                                       
 Thank you! 
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    CONGREGATIONAL     

       MEETING     

 
There will be a very important 

Congregational  Meeting following the 
Sunday morning worship service on 

January 10, 2010 in order to vote on our 
SHCC 2010 budget. 

 
Please mark this event on your 

calendars and make every effort to 
attend the meeting. 

 

 
 
       
 
 
 
Those interested in participating in the Mission Trip to SW 
Good Samaritan Ministries in Bayview, Texas, on January  
15-18, 2010, please contact Randy Hill at 512-292-9095 or   
at rhill15@austin.rr.com. 
 
There are two possible projects for this mission trip... 
  
1) One is to purchase and install new electrical fixtures and 
plumbing fixtures in one of the apartments at SWGSM as well 
as add kitchen and bathroom cabinets.   
 2)  The other is to finish up repairs on a family home located 
near the SWGSM center. 
  
So, in general, we are in need of electrical, plumbing and 
carpentry skills. Other skills involved would be related to 
kitchen and bathroom decoration and remodeling for the 
apartment on project 1) above. 
  
Also, please let me know if you are interested in planning this 
event.  We are meeting on December 13th after church to 
plan the mission trip.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

OUTREACH Focus Area:   Ecumenical and Community Collaboration  (Mission Trip) 
 

Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries  
  
SHCC has been supporting SWGSM in various forms for more than 10 years now.  Part of the sale of our 
excess land here in Austin helped fund the initial purchase of the land for Casa Compasión (Spanish meaning 
"House of Compassion") near Bayview. Texas.  One of the first work projects for our SHCC men was to lay 
tile in the new Administration building at Casa Compasión.   Our SHCC women sewed and put up curtains in 
the main Kitchen and our SHCC youth have bagged rice and beans for distribution to the local islanders 
(people living on islands in between two countries, belonging to neither). 
 

Almost all of our mission trips to this area of the Valley have involved a trip to the Casa Bethel orphanage in 
Matamoros Mexico, where we have purchased groceries and other important staple items to give to the 
orphanage.  One of the highlights is the "unofficial" soccer game between SHCC youth and the local children.  
Our SHCC CMF, in partnership with Round Rock Christian Church, purchased a casita which was built by 
members of First Christian Church, Cleburne in the "colonias" in Spring of 2009 for a "Maria" and her family 
(husband and three children) who had been living with 14 other individuals in a crowded, dilapidated shack.    
I am truly humbled to be a part of this great ministry near our border and I hope you feel the same.   
 

Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church is listed on page 232 in Feliberto's new book called:  I Was a Stranger: 
Hope for a Hidden World (Feliberto Pereira and Chris Kelley, Brown Books, 2008 ISBN: 978-1-934812-17-4).   
  
The October 2009 issue of  The Chalice (Monthly Newsletter for the Bluebonnet Area of the Southwest 
Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) spotlighted SWGSM on its front page.  Many  
more details are available at the web site:  http://www.swgsm.org/                                       
http://www.swgsm.org/files/October_Issue.pdf 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

  

  Shepherd of the Hills Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

6909 W. Courtyard Dr. 
Austin, TX 78730 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
 

         Page 8 of 8 The Shepherd’s Lyre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The publication “Partners in Prayer – Advent 
2009” is available in the hallway outside the 

worship area for anyone who would like to take 
one.  Please help yourself to a copy! 

Children’s Advent Calendars are also available. 
 

 

                        
                                            The Membership 
        Committee is  
        composing a list of 
        past members  
        (inactive or moved) 
that previously attended SHCC. We would 
like to send an invitation to the Open House 
for our new sanctuary to as many folks as 
possible.  Please send an e-mail with 
names, addresses, or e-mail addresses of 
any folks you may be aware of to 
sheri@brice.com. 
 

  


